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Statement

We, Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Providence of God, commit 
ourselves to the evangelical life
of continuous conversion in the 

tradition of the Third Order 
Regular of St. Francis.

Called together by a good and 
provident God, we cultivate 
an intimacy with God that 
is nourished by Scripture 

and Eucharist and a reverence 
for all creation.

Faithful to our Charism, we go 
to those whom Providence sends 
us, and conscious of our mission 
in the Church, we witness to the 
Kingdom by our lives of service.

We will be instruments of justice 
and peace among those in need 

of evangelization, healing, 
and reconciliation, especially 

the poor and oppressed.

In simplicity and joy we want to 
be signs of hope, for we believe 
that Jesus Christ is with us in 

the power of His Resurrection.

"With a spirit of joyful generosity and flexibility, 
we are willing to be sent to those to whom Providence sends us. "

These words from the Constitution of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Providence of God continue to challenge us today. However, 

I am reflecting on those words and remembering the five Sisters 
who, in 1938, said "YES" to beginning a new mission in São Paulo, 
Brazil.  It meant learning a new language, being ready for the 15 
day boat trip, not knowing what they would find or who might be 
meeting them at the port of Santos.  Yet they were "willing to be sent 
to those to whom Providence" was sending them.  Sisters Caroline, 
Evangelista, Julia, Marceline, and Norberta had pioneer spirits, were 
courageous women, and ready to embrace all that came as a result of 
their "YES." They were willing to walk into the unknown trusting in God’s Providence.

Beginnings were simple; they opened the first co-educational school in São Paulo and 
brought  new methods and systems to the experience of learning.   From that simple beginning 
and the courage of those five Sisters, today in Brazil we are ministering in the fields of 
education, health care, pastoral ministry, adult education and faith formation.  This August we 
will celebrate 80 years of life and ministry in Brazil.  The seeds planted by those five Sisters are 
now flourishing and bearing much fruit, some of which you will read about in this issue of the 
Whitehall Franciscan.

As we commemorate our 80 years of presence and ministry in Brazil, we thank God for 
the people who have been part of this journey with us. Providence continues to challenge us 
to go where there are needs and to bless us with many individuals who desire to be part of our 
mission.  

As we remember those five pioneer women and recall their openness to be sent, we also 
pause to appreciate to their ability to move into a different country and culture, to reach out to 
people in unique ways and to be open to experience new ways of doing things.  As we remember 
them, we are challenged to look beyond our usual circle of connections and ask: Who might I 
be called to reach out to? In what ways? 

We are challenged to re-read the gospels with the filter of seeing how Jesus reaches out 
to people, chooses to be with them.  How many times in the gospels we hear:   Jesus saw 
her. He spoke to her. He touched the leper.  He was with the crowd;  he was seized with great 
compassion.  Jesus realized their need; he knew they were hungry.  He says to the disciples:  
Give them something to eat.  As we re-read the gospels with this filter, we see that Jesus’ actions 
shows  an attentiveness to others and also a response to their need.  Something happens in the 
connection.  The challenge before us is that we always need to see, not just to look quickly, but 
to really SEE the person, to not just hear but to LISTEN, to not brush by quickly but to STOP 
and GIVE ATTENTION,  to be compassionate.  It means allowing ourselves to stop, to draw 
near, to dialogue, to listen, to respond. 

The challenge is for us to do that with the person next to us, but also with those with whom 
we do not usually have contact – those not in our usual circle of  dialogue. How do we make it 
a special effort to reach out to those who are neglected and ignored by the wider world today? 

In the experience of the reaching out to others, there is interaction, there is a give and 
take. Reaching out  involves openness to mystery. Real encounter is a graced experience. The 
courageous "YES" of our five pioneer Sisters in 1938 continues to encourage us to be attentive 
to those to whom Providence sends us, whether they be near or far in distance.  

Whatever you did it for the least of my 
brothers and sisters, you did for me.  (Matthew 25:40)
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Do you drink low-fat, whole, 
or almond milk?  Are you 
allergic to any medications? 

What type of soap do you prefer?  
When we are experiencing health or 
age related challenges, the personal 
answers to these kind of questions are 
important for our loved ones to know 
and remember. 

For our senior Sisters, Sister Eli-
ana da Silva remembers, and makes 
sure our Sisters have what they need. 
So does Zikreta Kristo, our faithful 
nurse-aide of 15 years. Our dedicated 
nurse of 20+ years, Pat Enscoe, also 
remembers our senior Sisters medi-
cal history and ensures they have the 
medicines and assistive devices that 
meet their unique needs. 

“Anything a family member 
would do, we do for our Sisters,” said 
Sister Eliana. 

She, Zikreta, and Pat visit our Sis-
ters at Presbyterian SeniorCare every 
Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Pat 
often accompanies Sisters to medi-
cal appointments. She and General 
Councilor Sister Janet Gardner also 
attend regular care conferences with 
each Sister to discuss her wellbeing 
and needs. 

“It’s not perfect, but we try our 
best,” said Sister Eliana. 

Sister Eliana and Zikreta stay as 
long as needed.  First they visit our 
Sisters in assisted-living in West-
minster Place offering light cleaning, 
shopping for personal items, laun-
dry and other services for which our 
Sisters may need assistance.  Shar-
ing and listening to each other, these 
visits also keep our Sisters connected 
and engaged with our Community. 

“Yes, Sister” is always Sister Eli-
ana and Zikreta’s dutiful response to 
any request of our Sisters in West-
minster, who occasionally refer to 
them affectionately as “Ellie” and 
“Sister Zikreta.”

“Whatever they ask of us, we do,” 
said Zikreta, who also offers house-
keeping assistance to our Sisters liv-
ing in the convent houses.  

saitis during a recent visit. “As you 
can see, sometimes I don’t even have 
to ask.”

“Because we love you!” replied 
Sister Eliana.

“Because we’re Sisters,” said Sis-
ter Lillian.

Our Sisters needing long-term 
care in the Willows, receive special 
attention from Pat, Sister Eliana, and 
Zikreta,  who make sure each Sister’s 
clothes and supplies are in order, as 
well as provide what is needed for 
their care and comfort.

With an infectious energy and 
joyful presence, Sister Eliana of-
ten greets Sisters by singing “Good 
morning to you!” or with an affec-
tionate “Honeybunch” or “My Girl” 
that helps keep our Sisters engaged 
and present.

“If they don’t use it, it’s lost,” said 
Sister Eliana, who is the only person 
who can get one of our usually non-
verbal Sisters to speak– and laugh.  

An important part of Sister Eli-
ana’s ministry is to make sure Sis-
ters are receiving the quality of care 
promised. From her past experience 
as a certified nurse assistant at a se-
nior living facility and co-director of 
community life at our Motherhouse, 
Sister Eliana understands the chal-
lenges and limitations of staff even 

in the best circumstances.  Our se-
nior Sisters hear an abundance of 
“We love you,” as well as actions that 
prove the sincerity of these words.  

A gifted seamstress, Sister Eli-
ana makes cushion covers for wheel-
chairs, adaptable clothing and other 
creative pieces that make our Sisters 
with special care needs more com-
fortable.   

At each visit, Zikreta brings Sister 
Michele a coffee with cream, while 
Sister Eliana brings Sister Sylvia’s 
favorite fruit. Then, they help feed 
our Sisters in the Willows lunch, of-
ten with more success than staff who 
are not able to give as much time and 
attention while tending to the needs 
of other residents. 

Keeping our Community con-
nected, Sisters in the Westminster 
and Willows communities at Presby-
terian SeniorCare are visited almost 
every day. In addition to Sister Eli-
ana, Pat and Zikreta’s visits, Sister 
Janice Campbell brings communion 
each Sunday for our Sisters who can-
not attend Mass at the local parish.  
Sisters Mary Ann and Ann Marie 
Lostoski visit every-other Thursday.  
Sister Mary Ann’s ministry includes 
recognizing each Sister’s birthday or 
feast day. She brings them cards, gifts 

As part of her 
ministry of pres-
ence in Westmin-
ster Place, Sister 
Dolorita gives a 
birthday card with 
a handwritten mes-
sage and small gift 
to residents and staff 
with whom she has 
formed friendships. 
Though Sister is 
able to shop during 
weekly outings, Zi-
kreta assists her in 
wrapping gifts.

“Everything you 
ask, they do it,” said 
Sister Lillian Yurk-

Sister Eliana da Silva (right) visits Sister Berenice Petrauskas in 
Westminster Place at Presbyterian SeniorCare. 

Sisterly Love
The Providential Gift of Caring for our Sisters

Continued on Page 7
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Called by Providence 
Celebrating 80 Blessed Years in Brazil

In 1938, five Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God sailed from the 
U.S. to Brazil where they would minister initially to immigrants who were 
fleeing Lithuania and the political chaos that preceded World War II. This 

year, we congratulate our Sisters in Brazil, and all who have served there, as we 
celebrate 80 years of ministering in this South American nation.

In those early years and continuing through today, our congregation has been 
supported in all our missions by those of Lithuanian heritage. We have also been 
blessed with the added support of prayers and donations from a diverse group of 
benefactors throughout the U.S. and Brazil enabling our Sisters to continue to 
minister to the poor as mandated by the Gospel.

Today, there are 42 professed Sisters and 3 young women in formation in 
Brazil where they are involved in various ministries, including pastoral care, 
education, social services, health care, the formation of catechists and preparation 
of liturgical services. 

Among the Sisters in ministry is Sister Marlene Aparecida Avansi, an 
experienced surgeon, who works among the people in Óbidos, located in the 
Amazon region, where poverty is prevalent, resulting in poor living conditions. 
By Sister’s presence, patients requiring surgery will now, in many instances, be 
able to have it performed on site. Sister Marlene is joined by Sister Juliana da Silva 
Aires, who exercises her profession as a physical therapist as well as working with 
local children, and Sister Carmem LÚcia de Almeida.

This Fall, Sister Marlene will be part of a team travelling on a newly launched 
hospital boat serving some of the more isolated communities in Brazil.

with the Children’s Pastoral Program in Óbidos, helping in the physical development 
of the region’s children, their families and pregnant women.

The Brazilian Sisters also sponsor three schools in São Paulo with over 3,500 
students as well as the St. Clare-St. Francis Social Center, serving children in a 
before-and-after school program. Here, children from the poorest families come 
to study, learn professional skills and recreate with their peers. Such programs are 
aimed at preventing youngsters from becoming “street children.” They also provide 
literacy and other skill programs for adults.

Last year, our Sisters took over the administration of  a school in Barbacena 
where close to 40% of the students had been diagnosed with learning disabilities 
due to the effects of malnutrition. Most of the children came each day dressed in 
ragged pants or shabby dresses and wearing broken thong sandals until uniforms 
and sneakers were provided thanks to the generosity of our other schools in Brazil, 
friends and benefactors. Re-named Colégio São Francisco de Assisi (St. Francis 
of Assisi School), our Sisters there work diligently to instill a genuine learning 
atmosphere, as well as providing for vital needs such as nutritional food and showers 
for the many children who lack indoor plumbing at home.

Our Sisters also minister in parish missions in Barbacena, Itinga and Alagoinhas. 
Although rich in culture, these towns are among Brazil’s poorest, where education 
and health facilities are not readily available, where the adult men are often forced 
to leave in search of jobs, leaving wives, children and the elderly with no one to 
provide for them. Here, the Sisters are active in both pastoral and social works 
in each parish, including catechetical and liturgical services, Bible studies, family 
visits and children’s programs, among numerous other activities.

In 2005, responding to the Brazilian bishops’ call to evangelize beyond its 
borders, the Sisters began a mission in Bolivia where they have worked in three 

Continued on Next Page 

The pioneer Sisters to Brazil when they first arrived via 
boat in 1938.  Pictured from back to front are Sister M. 
Julia Andomaitis, Sister M. Marcelline Bernott, Sister M. 
Caroline Straiter(Strelauskas), Sister M. Norberta Svir-
skas and Sister M. Evangelista CalvinAs detailed in the article on 

page 6, Sister Carmem works 

Sisters Antonina Ferreira and Beatrice Siratavic 
in 1968 in Paiol Velho where our Sisters served as 
educators, as well as provided students and their 
families with food, clothing and medical supplies. 
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25th Jubilee50th Jubilee

Sister Luzia Ferreira

Sister Luzia is from São Lourenço da Serra, in the state 
of São Paulo, Brazil.  She entered the Congregation 

in 1992, then served in Pastoral Ministry in Pedro Leop-
oldo, Minas Gerais and Boca da Mata, Alagoas. After her 
final profession, she served as an assistant in the Brazil 
Province’s Finance and Human Resources offices.  While 
doing Pastoral work in Nova Veneza, São Paulo, she re-
ceived her Bachelor's Degree in Education.

In 2006, Sister Luzia learned a new language and cul-
ture to prepare for pastoral ministry at our missions in Bo-
livia. She also served across the border in Guajará-Mirim, 
in the state of Rondônia, Brazil.  Sister Luzia presently 
serves in pastoral ministry in Riberalta, Bolívia, where she 
continues to utilize her fluency in Spanish and Portuguese, 
as well as unique understanding of the Brazilian and Bo-
livian cultures.

Sister Joanice Conceição dos Santos

The oldest of eight children, Sister Joanice is from Inhabupe 
in the state of Bahia, Brazil.  She entered the Sisters of St. 

Francis of the Providence of God in February 1968, and served 
at the both Our Lady of Carmel and St. Michael the Archangel 
Schools until 1977. 

In 1978, along with Sisters Edward and Amélia, she opened 
our mission in the northeast of Brazil, in Magalhães de Almeida, 
Maranhão.  Sister Joanice served there for three years. She 
returned to São Paulo in 1981, where she served 10 years in 
formation ministry. Then she served as Regional Councilor 
for the Brazil Region and did post-graduate work in Theology.  
In 1996 she was elected the Brazil Provincial Minister and 
continued in that ministry until 2004. Since 2005, she has served 
as the Finance Director of St. Michael the Archangel School. 
From 2012 to 2017, Sister also served as our Congregation's  
Assistant General Minister.

Blessings to Our Jubilarians in Brazil

of the poorest dioceses that have few religious to assist in their 
parishes.

Our prayerful gratitude to our Sisters serving in Brazil for 
their perseverance, dedication, and hard work in service to 
others for 80 years.  May God bless you and keep you as you 
continue to confidently, joyfully, go forward here Providence 
calls our Congregation to be instruments of God’s extraordinary 
love and Peace.

We are also grateful for the prayers, generosity, and goodness 
of our Franciscan family of Associates, Auxiliary members, 
former students, friends and benefactors. Your support is a 
blessing to our ongoing mission and those we serve in cdBrazil, 
the USA, and beyond.  

Pictured, right: Sisters Vandete Barbosa de Oliveira, Joanice Conceição 
dos Santos, M. Eunice da Silva and Maria do Carmo Nogueira receive 
flowers from student at St. Michael the Archangel School as part of their 
65th anniversary festivities in 2017. 
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Join 
Our 

Mission

Sister Carmem and the Children's Pastoral Program in Óbidos
Sowing the Seeds of Faith

Welcome to Óbidos, a 
community of nearly 50,000 
inhabitants, located at the 

narrowest and swiftest part of the 
Amazon River in northern Brazil. An old 
town, founded in 1697, it is the seat of 
the Diocese of Óbidos.

Like numerous such towns in the 
region, a majority of its citizens have 
few opportunities for individual and 
family advancement and there is little 
government assistance available to them. 
Thus, most persons living in Óbidos and 
surrounding communities are destined 
for generational poverty.

Moreover, healthcare varies widely 
from region to region in Brazil. There is a 
wide social gap between the northern and 
southern regions of the country, resulting 
in sharp differences between the health 
statuses of each area. In particular, the 
northeast region faces the worst health 
conditions. Poverty is prevalent, resulting 
in poor living conditions and widespread 
diseases that need medical attention.

It is in these circumstances we find 
Sister Carmem LÚcia de Almeida, a 
member of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Providence of God, who is currently 
the Diocesan Advisor to the Children’s 
Pastoral Program. The program, 
sponsored by the Diocese of Óbidos, is 
dedicated to helping in the development 
of the region’s children, as well as 
their families, regardless of race, color, 
profession, nationality, gender, religious 
or political creed.

The Children’s Pastoral Program 
operates in seven municipalities in 
the Lower Amazon Region, including 
Óbidos. Those served include children 
up to six years of age, their families and 

pregnant women. Currently, 
the program ministers 
to 3,186 children, 2,274 
families and 1,110 pregnant 
women.

The program plays a 
critical role in the work 
of prevention, e.g., by 
providing guidelines on 
healthcare through lectures 
to families by a corps of 
volunteers. The goal is to 
ensure healthy lives and care 
for low-income families, 
to empower volunteers to 
be “multipliers” in their 
communities, particularly 
through home care, to 
increase the number of 
volunteers and to visit 
families and provide 
transportation to make such 
family visits a reality.

volunteers is to motivate pregnant women 
to seek such professional care. They do 
so by giving lectures and helping women 
to understand the risks they are running 
by avoiding prenatal care and the benefits 
to be gained by seeking such care.

Every year, the volunteers save the 
lives of hundreds of children. Due to this 
program, 13 of 1,000 children die before 
they are one year old and 7 of 1,000 are 
undernourished. Whereas, in the rest of 
Brazil, 35 of 1,000 children die and 16 of 
1,000 are undernourished.

At present, Sister Carmem is looking 
for ways to fund a new vehicle so the 
volunteers have a means of transportation 
to visit those in distant regions of the 
Diocese need of their services.

The Children’s Pastoral Program’s 
basic activities include supporting 
pregnant women; promoting breast 
feeding; engaging in nutritional 
surveillance; suggesting alternative, 
more healthy foods; helping control 
respiratory diseases and engaging in other 
disease control efforts. Also, volunteers 
discuss home-made remedies; encourage 
participation in vaccination campaigns 
and routine vaccination of children and 
pregnant women; and provide essential 
education for the health of mother and 
child.

The situation of pregnant women in 
rural Brazil is quite precarious because 
they generally do not seek the services 
of public prenatal care. As such, one of 
the most important functions of these 

As always, your continued prayers are needed - especially for Sister Carmem's ministry 
and the Children's Pastoral Program. If you would like to make a donation to our mission in 

Óbidos, please use the enclosed envelope and write "Óbidos" as your gift designation or on the check 
memo.  In addition to supporting Sister Carmem's ministry, this gift will also support the efforts of 
Sister Marlene, who serves in the region as a medical doctor and surgeon - often traveling by boat to 
remote areas along the Amazon River.  If you only wish your gift to benefit the Children's Pastoral 
Program, please write "Carmem/Children's Program" as your gift designation or in the check memo. 
Donations may also be made online at www.osfprov.org .
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and a special treat from the Community.  Other Sisters, 
Associates and Auxiliary members visit regularly, as well 
as friends and family. 

As the member of our leadership team responsible for 
the care of our Sisters at Presbyterian SeniorCare, Sister 
Janet Gardner is always on call and ready to respond to 
an emergency through assisting staff in making decisions 
and often accompanying sisters to the hospital.  She also 
ensures each Sisters' wishes for their care are honored, es-
pecially when they are no longer able to communicate.

Our Community maintains a continuous presence 
when our Sisters reach the end of their earthly journeys.  
Sisters Janet, Dolorita, Peg Markey, and Althea Anne 
Spencer have stayed overnight with our dying Sisters at 
Oakmont to provide love, comfort, and prayer. 

As we continue to care for our senior Sisters, we are 
grateful for your continued prayers and support.  We are 
also grateful for friends who have given to our Sarah 
Fund, which directly benefits our senior Sisters.  For more 
information on how you can join us in our mission to care 
for our senior Sisters, please visit www.osfprov.org/sarah-
fund; or contact us at 412-885-7232 or info@osfprov.org. 

Zikreta Kristo (left) and Pat Enscoe, RN (right) visit with Sister Marita 
Dargis, who lives in Westminster Place at Presbyterian SeniorCare in 
Oakmont, PA. 

Autumn Gala on St. Francis Day Celebrates YOU -
Our Franciscan Family of Peacemakers 

Blessed are those who Live in Peace

There are times when the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God 
feel an individual, organization, business or foundation deserves special 
recognition for their outstanding support. This recognition has been giv-
en annually at our Congregation’s Autumn Gala dinner wherein these 

benefactors and friends have been honored with the San Damiano Award.
This year, however, the Sisters have decided that rather than honoring a single 

person or group, they would pay tribute to their “extended Franciscan family,” 
all our friends, benefactors, colleagues and supporters who have so generously 
given of their time, talent and treasure through the years to help assure that our 
Community was able to fulfill its mission and ministries.  

The primary reason for honoring this extraordinary group of persons is that 
the Autumn Gala will coincide with the feast of St. Francis of Assisi on October 
4, 2018. Once again, the site of the Gala is the South Hills Country Club at 
4305 Brownsville Road. The evening will begin at 6:00 p.m. with a hospitality 
reception featuring light refreshments, a basket raffle and 50/50 drawing. Dinner 
will be served at 7:00 p.m. followed by the program of gratitude to our extended 
Franciscan family.  All proceeds go to support the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Providence of God.

For more information about the Autumn Gala, please contact Robyn Moeller 
at 412-885-7232 or info@osfprov.org.  You may also visit the Autumn Gala page 
on our website:  www.osfprov.org/news-events/autumn-gala

Sisterly Love  (continued from page 3)
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Gun Violence in the United States
Good Intentions Are Not Enough

What Can We Do
• Respond prayerfully by engaging in prayer services and events with prayers for peace and an end to violence;
• Become better educated about the issues of gun violence;
• Engage in advocacy efforts such as petitions, postcard campaigns, contacting elected officials (phone, text, e-mail, letters, 

visits) letters to the editor, nonviolent marches, vigils, demonstrations, and other advocacy opportunities as they arise;
• Encourage all church leaders to promote gun control as a life issue. 

On February 14, 2018, seventeen children and educators were gunned down inside their school in Parkland, FL. 
The idea of parents saying goodbye to their kids in the morning only to never see them again is too dreadful to put 
into words. But while most of us know about the tragedy in Parkland, we hear barely a thing about the numerous 

other shootings that occur every day.
We Americans have become so desensitized to gun violence that many tragedies, which would be unthinkable in most 

developed nations, barely register in the news cycle in the United States. In fact, on that February day alone, there were 
at least seven other victims killed in shootings throughout the nation.

The dangerous consequences of the gun violence epidemic cannot be overstated. School shootings garner the most 
attention, but they represent a small percentage of tragedies when it comes to the deadly intersection between guns 
and kids – many more children experience gun violence in other ways, like domestic violence, urban gun violence, 
unintentional shootings and suicide. Since Columbine, 180,000 students in at least 193 elementary, middle and high 
schools have experienced school shootings. 

Based on the accounts that have emerged since the Parkland shooting, the shooter, Nikolas Cruz, should have never 
had access to a gun. Cruz left a trail of bread crumbs leading up to the shooting, posting on YouTube last year, “(I’m) 
going to be a professional school shooter.” The FBI even received an anonymous tip several months prior, warning them 
about the possibility of Cruz perpetrating a school shooting.

At the time, like many other states, Florida did not require residents to have a permit or license to buy a gun, and gun 
sellers were not required to ask for a state license to sell firearms. Further, and most importantly, Florida did not regulate 
assault weapons or large capacity ammunition magazines.

This type of incident and its aftermath has tragically become routine. We circle through the same cycle each time: 
shooting occurs, thought and prayers are offered, elected officials politicize the issue, no change, repeat. We are NOT 
advocating the elimination of the 2nd Amendment. However, firearms have changed, and so too must our relationship with 
them, including the laws that keep us safe from gun violence. There are a host of policies designed and proven to reduce 
gun violence and save lives. Among these are:
• Raise the minimum age: The shooter at Parkland was too young to buy beer or purchase a hand gun under federal law, but old 

enough to purchase an AR-15-style rifle. We need to strengthen age requirements, by first prohibiting anyone under 21 from 
purchasing semiautomatic rifles. Also, it should be made illegal for such guns to be transferred to them until age 21.

• Disarm Dangerous People: The Parkland shooter exhibited warning signs that he was armed and dangerous. Extreme risk 
protection order laws allow law enforcement and family members to petition a court to temporarily disarm people like him and 
other potentially violent individuals.

• Prevent Access to Guns: Nearly 1.7 million American kids live in homes where guns are loaded and unlocked. Guns in homes 
pose a clear risk to the safety of children. When guns are not stored safely or securely, the risk increases, resulting in tragic 
shootings, including unintentional discharges and suicides. Child access prevention laws hold gun owners accountable for the 
safe storage of firearms, imposing liability for failing to take simple yet important measures to prevent guns from falling into 
young hands.

• Invest in Urban Gun Violence Prevention and Intervention Programs:  Gun homicides and nonfatal shootings in America 
are disproportionately concentrated in urban areas, particularly in underserved communities of color. Through community 
intervention programs and efforts to stop the violence at its root source, certain cities have been effective at cutting rates of 
gun violence and saving lives.

"It’s been happening everywhere. I’ve always felt it would eventually happen here, too."  - Paige Curry, 17-year-old 
survivor of school shooting in Sante Fe, TX  on May 18, 2018.  Heartbreakingly, this and several other school shootings 
occurred before we could publish the following article.  Is is a sobering reminder that action must follow our prayers. 
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Sister Althea was present for students at a recent Graduate Mass at 
Robert Morris University.  She is pictured here with other contributors 
Gary Slifkey, RMU Catholic Campus Minister; Fr. Frank Kurimsky, 
RMU campus chaplain/St. Mary Parish; Br. Michael Suazo, C.S.Sp; 
and Mike Faix, a seminarian.

Vocation Outreach Ministry
Harvest is Great; Laborers Few

I was first missioned to serve as Vocation Minister for 
our community from 1991-1996.  After teaching at St. 
Francis Academy for 11 years, it was bittersweet leav-

ing the students and staff, but I journeyed into this new 
venture with faith and trust in God’s Providence.  

As part of this ministry, I was often on the road visit-
ing various Catholic elementary schools from Illinois to 
New Jersey.  There were classes of little ones who would 
make me laugh with their comments.  In the upper grades, 
the students would have very serious questions about reli-
gious life and the Church in general.  

As Vocation Minister, I also served on the Pittsburgh 
Religious Vocation Council (PRVC) – a collaboration of 
vocation ministers from religious communities of women 
and men serving the Pittsburgh diocese. The PRVC often 
sponsored high school days, where we would visit Reli-
gion classes.  We were blessed when these visits led to en-
gaging discussions where students would ask deep ques-
tions about spirituality and religious life.

Each representative from the various religious congre-
gations was also responsible for a local college.  Mine was 
Duquesne University, where I would go every Wednesday 
night to join the Catholic group of students who gathered 
for prayer and faith sharing at 10 p.m. that often conclud-
ed just before midnight.  Even with having to be up before 
6 a.m. prayers, this experience was well worth the late 
nights. It was a blessing to witness students taking turns to 
prepare the prayer service theme and reflection questions.  
Long-lasting friendships were built from that experience 
– including Gary Slifkey who is currently Robert Morris 
University’s Catholic Campus Minister.  

The PRVC sponsored events for young adults dis-
cerning religious life, including Emmaus Weekends at St. 
Paul’s Monastery for young people to meet Sisters and 
Brothers from various religious congregations, explore the 
charisms of each congregation, and experience an open 
forum to discuss religious life.  They also hosted “Act for 
Pittsburgh” - a week-long service project that gave young 
adults an opportunity to “live religious life” with the Sis-
ters and Brothers.  The PRVC members worked alongside 
these participants. We lived, prayed, worked, and shared 
meals together.  

A decade later, I was again called to vocation ministry 
and outreach, in addition to continuing ministries of spiri-
tual direction, facilitation, therapeutic massage and other 
responsibilities.  While the number of Catholic Sisters and 
Brothers is getting smaller, God is still calling women and 
men to a religious vocation– whether it be as a vowed re-
ligious, priest, lay associate, or other role within or out-
side of the Church manifesting the love of Christ.  Sisters, 
Brothers, priests and laypersons are banding together to 
offer guidance, prayers and experiences for those discern-
ing their calling.

In 2005, I invited lay women to help form an advi-
sory board for promoting vocations for our congregation.  
Recognizing the many different ways women are called to 
serve Christ and the Church, the advisory board developed 
Connecting Women’s Wisdom.  Held twice a year, this re-
treat invited women of all ages and backgrounds to come 
together to share with each other about faith, spirituality, 
and topics relevant to women today. It was a way to share 
our charism and mission with others, who in turn could 
share it with those they encountered.  To date, more than 
350 women have attended Connecting Women’s Wisdom.  
Since the sale of the Motherhouse, we successfully hosted 
one gathering at Nativity Parish.  After the dust settles 
from the ongoing reorganization of parishes in the Pitts-
burgh Diocese, our hope is to secure a more permanent 
venue and resume this very successful and much needed 
program in the near future.

Our Sisters at Nativity Parish have also welcomed 
CCD classes into our home to visit and ask questions 
about religious life.  An enriching experience for all in-
volved, we hope to continue these visits in the future.  

In recent years, much of our outreach has been 
collaborative with the PRVC, including discernment/
outreach weekend retreats. Individual school visitations 
have been restructured as programs in regional areas.  One 
successful gathering for youth in the South Hills was held 
at St. Benedict the Abbot Parish. It was an all- day event 
with an outdoor concert and Vocation Ministers stationed 
at tables set around the grounds to share vocational 
information.  

Various modes of communications are necessary to 

Continued on Page 10

By Sister Althea Anne Spencer, OSF
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During the December 2016 "Pizza, Puppets, and Peru" gathering, Sister Althea tried our 
some of the puppets with Sister Geraldine Wodarczyk, CSFN, the Delegate for Religious or 
the Diocese of Pittsburgh.

Vocations Outreach  (Continued from Page 9)

reach the young people of today. The 
PRVC has developed several posters 
to promote Consecrated Life.  A new 
banner, poster, and brochure are currently 
in development.  There is also a PRVC 
Facebook page, Twitter account, and 
Instagram account to help promote 
vocations.  

PRVC participates in various pro-
grams at St. Paul Seminary, including the 
upcoming Revolutionary:  Ignite Your 
Passion and Purpose in Christ where the 
PRVC will have an information table.  We 
are also developing a 30 second video to 
play on a large screen while young people 
walk around the Grand Hall.

 Friendship and collaboration with 
Robert Morris University (RMU) Campus 
Minister Gary Slifkey and others inspired 
the successful Busy Person Retreat for 

Prayer for Vocations by Pope Francis
LORD of the Harvest, 

BLESS young people with the gift of courage to 
respond to your call.
Open their hearts to great ideals, to great things.
 
INSPIRE all of your disciples to mutual love and 
giving—
for vocations blossom in the 
good soil of faithful people.

INSTILL those in religious life, parish 
ministries, and families with the confidence 
and grace to invite others to embrace 
the bold and noble path of a life 
consecrated to you.

UNITE us to Jesus through prayer and sacrament,
so that we may cooperate 
with you in building your reign of mercy 
and truth, of justice and peace. Amen.

Adapted from the Message on the 51st World 
Day of Prayer for Vocation by Vision Voca-
tion Network; vocationnetwork.org.

college students.  Growing from 9 to over 35 student participants, this week-long retreat allows individuals to carve out 
a little extra time for prayer and reflection and schedule sharing one-on-one with a spiritual companion.  The PRVC also 
offers a Twilight Retreat in late January or early February that offers students a quiet evening of prayer and faith-sharing.

RMU’s campus has also hosted a "Pizza, Puppets, and Peru" program where students come together for pizza and to 
make puppets for the Pittsburgh Diocese’s Peru Mission.  Two of the students have gone to Peru to personally distribute 
the puppets the past two years, and continue to share their experience with others.  

In another effort to bring Catholic students together, RMU and Duquesne University recently hosted an evening 
prayer and dinner focused on discernment in life choices 
with members of the PRVC.    It was an opportunity for 
students to share with like minded people.  There are plans 
to include students from Carlow University and LaRoche 
University for the next gathering.

To complement boys’ retreats offered by Pittsburgh’s 
Diocesan Priests, PRVC will host a high school girls’ re-
treat at the Sisters of St. Joseph of Baden in March, during 
the National Sisters Week.  The hope is to expand this day 
retreat to an overnight retreat in the future for high school 
girls who may be discerning a vocation to consecrated 
life.  The focus for these gatherings will be on relation-
ships:  to self, others, and God.

Studies of young people indicate there is a strong de-
sire for spirituality.  Many young people do not see the 
value in established religions, but are looking for ways to 
satisfy their desire for a relationship with God.  All reli-
gious women and men need to be available and actively 
engaged with young people.  Sometimes a simple greet-
ing can draw them into a conversation about God and our 
faith.

As Scripture says, “The harvest is great; laborers are 
few.”  There are many working in the fields to gather the 
harvest of vocations in all walks of life.  May we see the 
fruits of our labor in the eyes of those searching.

For more information about our Vocation Outreach in 
the USA, please visit www.PRVC.online, or contact Sister 
Althea Anne Spencer at 412-708-3470 or saaspencer@
osfprov.org.
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Sister Louise Marie Simcoe, OSF

Sister Louise Marie Simcoe. OSF, a member of the Sisters of St. Francis of 
the Providence of God for 53 years, died on March 30, 2018, at the age 
of 71. Born in Pittsburgh’s “Soho” district (now called the “Bluff”), she 

entered the congregation from St. Agnes Parish in Oakland, but it was as a student at 
St. Casimir High School on the South Side that she came to experience our Sisters.

Upon completion of her Bachelor’s degree in Education at Duquesne University, 
she went back to St. Casimir Parish as a first and second grade teacher. Sister Louise 
Marie also taught at St. Valentine in Bethel Park, James Lavelle in West Mifflin, and 
Sts. Peter and Paul in Elizabeth, NJ. With each new assignment, the local parish 
community was so grateful to have Sister Louise Marie present with her many skills, 
her unending kindness, and her willingness to always help where needed.

Perhaps Sister Louise Marie had her fondest memories of her first grade students 
at James Lavelle School, when she watched them graduate from eighth grade. No 
matter where she went, parents were always delighted to have someone like Sister 
tend to their children, where her gentle and caring ways made it easier for them to 
learn.

In 1996, Sister was assigned as the assistant director at our Franciscan Child 

In Prayerful Memory

Many Ways to Partner with Us

Day Care Center where she helped guide the newly hired lay director. At the time, she also served as the congregation’s Vocation 
Director.

One of the experiences for women religious since Vatican II is the opportunity to serve as Pastoral Visitors to assist local parishes 
with homebound parishioners. The Catholic communities in Sharpsburg and O’Hara Township were blessed to have Sister Louise 
Marie visit their sick, bring them the Eucharist and spend time with them in conversation. A letter from the daughter of one such 
homebound parishioner rather embodies Sister’s approach to her ministry. In it, the daughter remarks, “For some months now, a high 
point in my 84-year-old father’s life has been the biweekly visits of Sister Louise Marie. At first, Dad, who was a pretty private guy, 
wasn’t so sure he wanted someone coming to the house. It wasn’t long before it was obvious that Dad really looked forward to the 
visits from the woman he called his ‘spiritual adviser’.” Unfortunately, in  2002, Sister Louise Marie's declining health prevented 
her from continuing to visit the parishioners.  She began a Ministry of Prayer in 2015.

In closing, we cite Sister’s favorite scripture quotations that expresses her prayerful way of life: “The Lord has done great things 
for me” (Lk. 1:49) and “I always remember you in my prayers and always thank God for you.” (Eph. 1:15-16)
   

Pray with Us
An integral part of the life of a Sister of St. Francis of the 

Providence of God is prayer. We invite you to join the Sisters 
through your daily prayer for the needs of the world. If you have 
a special prayer request, you can send it to the Sisters at info@
osfprov.org. Your intentions are remembered by our Sisters in 
their daily prayers.

Become an Associate
The Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God 

Associates are persons who commit to living our Franciscan 
mission in their own lives, to develop their spirituality, to build 
Community with other Associates and Sisters, and to reach out 
in compassionate service to others in the tradition of St. Francis 
of Assisi. Visit www.osfprov.org/associates to learn more.

Leave a Legacy
Do you want to support the Sisters even beyond your 

lifetime? Contact our Development Director, Robyn Moeller 
at 412-885-7232 or rmoeller@osfprov.org to learn more 
about how you can remember the Sisters of St. Francis of the 
Providence of God in your estate plans. Have you already done 
so? Let us know so we can say thank you!

Stay in Touch
Sign up for our e-newsletter with updates on congregational 

happenings. Visit osfprov.org to subscribe. You may also 
follow us on Facebook: facebook.com/osfprov. 

If you would like to reconnect with a Sister, or have a 
message you'd like to share with our Sisters, contact us at 412-
885-7232 or info@osfprov.org.
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All proceeds benefit the Sisters of St. Francis of the Providence of God

14th Annual

For Reservations and Other Ways You Can Join Us: 
(412) 885-7232 or info@osfprov.org

Gourmet meal includes entrée choice of Asiago Chicken, French Cut 
Pork Chops, or Lobster Ravioli with sides, wine and dessert, as well as a 
hospitality reception with light appetizers, basket raffle and 50/50 draw-
ing.  

$75 a person
$275 for a 1/2 table (4 persons)

$525 for a table of 8

Thursday, October 4, 2018
at the South Hills Country Club

Autumn Gala

Reception at 6:00 PM  s  Dinner at 7:00 PM

Save the Date! October 
Ca$h Raffle

$10 per Chance

Drawing Based on the 
3 Digit Evening PA Lottery 

$70 Winners Every Day 
in October EXCEPT:

$500 Autumn Gala Grand Prize 
on Thursday, October 4

$200 Every Sunday in October
and

$100 Every Saturday in October

Daily Bonus
$20 paid to Number Before, 
Number After and Reverse

Example: 
If 243 was drawn on a weekday, 

243 would win $70 and 
242, 244 and 342 would each win $20.

More Information, please contact us at
(412) 885-7232 or info@osfprov.org

A Celebration of Peacemakers:
St. Francis & YOU - our Franciscan Family 


